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following thi sudden
death of his wibe,
Renes, 10 years
agd. Rifling thraugh
BomEs i Chosats, he
CHlTe BC0ss A slash
af Co05 the coupla
exchanged during thes time
tofether, triggering this
astonishingty haanfelt, v
freguerily Tunny, Femair.

To classsfy this as just another
ecample of the publishing
ofishaot spawned Dy ok
Homby's Fever Pilch istodo it a
disgenagce., 1's a fan dogsier bo an
eofent, bt it's ales & real-hfe e
story, complete with bolsherows
dops and Scany ilatives.
Emthusing about his favourites
{Pavement, Cheap Trck, o1c),
shetheld s equally passionale
aboud simpa things such &5
reading the paper while Fenoe
sils @t her sevwing maching,

The pages recownting Renses
death and Sheffiald’s utter
Confesaon over wihal 1o 30 ane
devastatingly honest and will
impact on any reader who's gone
thraupgh Sofsething similar. Yet it's
the music that sees him threugh.
The same msic be and Renee
danced o and agued ower
emelges &s a therapeutic fore: &
conslant reminder - and
celebiration — of a love that lves
o, Terry Stauwnton
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A Complete Flaory of GX ush

Irom 356 lo 389 .

No More Heroes:
A ﬂumglﬂta History
rom
1976 To 1980
Alex O
***EE
Cherry Red, £17.949
ISBN 190144 7E50
Mot complete, but this really
was UK punk as we lived it
A P shates i his introduction,
OeE's intention of pronading 'a
rafarence work that documented
everything that rgeed in the: purk
era” was planly nsane, though he
did plenty of growundwork bafore
raaliging it, The amount of
matenal amassed would, he
admits, have compnsad
“eomonably mone than doubile
what you will read here’.
Eventually, we may got 10 see
some of the edited Stuff, Mong
imponant, however, s what Ogg's
12T pages brings o ouwr aleady-
groaning punk Book-shehes,
Maturaly, he coiers all the
main Lordon and Manchester
15 in detail, bt wisaly carees
himself out a niche among soma
of 1he more styishly presented
Baoks of this kand on offer (the

CEreer 5, i must be said, rather
ALy, even by punk standands),
by gring haavy coverage to the
mane provincEsl and obscure acts
that have grown in importance
among cHlectors and fans aver
the years.

Thiess bamnds” trials and
tribulations are moee anienainng
than thosa of the big boys. They
maki for an nberesing and
informathee read, helped by Opg's
usually refiable opirdons and
Always aardonic wil,

Shane Baldwin

Plug Inn

Tony Bolland
LR
Holland & Lowes, £30

1SEN 1412087401

WY TN, BraeshasE. cam
Liverpool's lost years

By 1970, Lverpool was all
plugged out and bands secking
record deals began 1o play down
their origins. The local Musike
SCene was S0l vibrant, hosever,
ard Bolland's Flug Inn stong was
seling instruments 1o talented
musicians, Fumthermaone, hé was
kizeping a drary and stomng away
press releases, reviews and
photographs. With a host of
iMerdewees, M reveals his
affection for his home city with
1his 3A0:page Bk ahout
Liverpaod mausic in the T0s.

It could be indaxed and batber
struciured, bul reading abaut
these local herpes s preferable o
yat anoiher book on The Beatles.
W learm that The Merseybeats'
Billy Kinsley formad the highly
undarmated Liverpood Express,
Bedyl Marsdaen tumed to soul with
Sinbad, and Roan O'Meil (Mal C's
rmurm) was a faunder member of
the calsared band, Champagng,
Deal School had enowgh
onginality te make it, and S0 ded
Albie Donrgdhy with hig band,
Supefchange. The country
musicians jusl caried on as
thaugh nothing had happenad,

Thera are detads of the
Mersayside clubs, and the
mamorabila mchudes Bek shabs,
S lisis, contracis, recsipts and
parscnnel detais, The gutsider
may b baffled by page after page
of UNKNeWN Names, bul each one
tells a story, And 's & good one
a1 ihat. Spencer Leigh

Rock Progressivo
Italiano

Paoclo Barotto & Marco
D'Ubalde

o i

fimpart] Mediane AME 5003,
£25.90
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Magnifica!

Comprised of a beautifully put-
together hardhack book
regroducing masses. of wondenful
and imaginative album sheewes,
and a 15-irack compilation GO
culled froem Halian prog-rock's T0s
Prycdiny, thits 5ot is 2 real RC
packags.

Proclaiming itsell the genne’s
migsl Comprehenshse catalofee,
the editors have Brought together
an array of images masked up
with names af band members,
catalpgue numbers and an
indication of tha ranty of the
oo vingl, 1176 & labour of lowe,

inspired by & Mowement the book
concedes had an ‘almost total
lack of sucoess with audiences',

Though aligred with the
“ymphdnic pop' of Hing Crimson,
Geness and ELP, it's chear from
tha accompanying CD that the
Italians quickly disappeared down
their cam prog iributary, bringing
in traditional Tolk themes that
ngther Rneled nor appealed, 10
home enlhusiasts already sold on
the British form. Included here,
Panna Fresdda’s rambling Scacos
Al Fee Lod (appropeiating the Halian
national anthem}, and Giooo i
Bimba by Le Onmee (which surcly
coluld hawve come 131h in &
Eurpwyision contest) ane cases in
point. Bul iU's & musical styke
ihat’s enjoyng a re-evaluation,
ardd this handsome suney will
ridke & very valuable conbrbution
to the process. lan Abvahams

Books In Brief

GAVIN WALSH Punk On 45;
Revalrtions On Vinyd 197679
(Plexus &) oifers a
besputifully ilustrated tribute 10 the
di-il-yoursell design 1hal
accompanied (and occasionally
outshong) the music of the punk
era. Well-researched and visually
amesting, it does full justice to the
chmamic works credaled,

With the single foermat in g
death throes, JOHN RYALL
Singles: Six Decades OF Hot
Hits & Classic Cuts |Backbaalt
UK % 4] looks back oeer the truly
great 455, Towching bigfly on all
the key players, from Bill Haley g,
ar, Sandi Thom, it's a pheasant,
bt ranehy illuminating. josmey.

Rolling Staone: The 500
Greatest Alburms OF All Time
(Wenner Books &%) (52
sarmilir Atlemol 10 creale arder
from the chaas of 60 years of
rock Tl Ll'r'lﬁirpl'ls.lr'lm. L UH L+
are Tew Surpaiges 1o be fpund, but
there i cerainly enough o
rignite o few age-old debates.,

The Shaw I'll Never Forget
{De Capo &), edited by Sean
Maruing, colates S0 witers'
remornies of the s that
changed their Ives. The result is
rgrily @ collection of self
irdulBent cssays thal sy lifthe
mare than | was there'.

I b thard volurmie of
prenviodusly unpublished irenieys,
Back On The Road Agaln (Music
Mentor Books * %), DAVE
NICHOLSOMN examines amisis
froem the Bs, kot all were
bessed with the gRenng clecers
thiey dreamed of, and the siomes
are strongest when Nicholson
SXArTINES how [ Suljecls Gl the
woid thal muses has left, such as
Gary 5 Paxton's time working as a
frinEter of Gene MoDarsels'
attempts at screemeiting.

Jash Widdicombe

Riscord Cotector 113



